Serious mental illness and HIV/AIDS
A previous editorial 1 Moreover, once a person is infected the course of the disease may be influenced by his or her mental well-being. 3 In the USA people with SMI are around 20 times more likely to be infected with HIV than the general population. In 1997, when the population HIV prevalence was 0.4%, nearly 8% of people with SMI were infected. 4 This was highest among people with co-morbid substance abuse and mental illness to provide support and education to PLHA and their families, and to ensure that people with SMI are not unjustifiably discriminated against and excluded from ART treatment.
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